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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE — TEMPORARY ORDER — SITTING HOURS 
Motion 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [12.20 pm]: I move — 
That the following Temporary Order applies for 2023 — 

(1) The House will meet on Tuesdays at 1.00 pm. 
(2) If the House is required to sit beyond 7.00 pm on a Tuesday evening, such as to 

require a dinner break, the Speaker will advise the House of this before Question Time 
on that Tuesday. 

(3) Standing Orders are suspended accordingly to the extent necessary to effect these 
arrangements. 

In moving this motion, I will briefly speak to it. This year we have trialled a minor amendment to Tuesday’s sittings. 
We previously commenced business at 2.00 pm on Tuesdays, and the house was scheduled to rise around 10.00 pm. 
Subject to a committee report and conversations between the opposition, the government and the Speaker, the decision 
was made this year to trial an earlier Tuesday start of 1.00 pm, and a nominal conclusion of sitting at 7.00 pm. An 
arrangement was also made to allow for sitting beyond 7.00 pm if appropriate advice was given to the Speaker. We 
have canvassed this matter, and I understand that opposition and other members are broadly supportive of what has 
been trialled this year. To ensure that people are aware of the time at which we will commence on the first day of sitting 
next year, it is important and necessary to set in place a continuation of the arrangements we have enjoyed this year. 
It is my understanding that, statistically, under this arrangement, there have been rare occasions on which the house 
has sat beyond 7.00 pm on a Tuesday; sometimes we have continued sitting a few minutes longer, and up to an hour 
later, without a dinner break, to conclude some business. Essentially, the general view is that the arrangements are more 
family friendly, as they allow members who live in the metropolitan area to return to their families at a reasonable hour. 
If those of us who reside in the regions choose to go home, it takes us longer. For members like the member for Vasse, 
it would take a considerable length of time to get home if they were to venture back on a Tuesday! Bearing in mind 
the importance of considering regional members, of which I, of course, am one, the arrangements will be extended. 
I seek the support of the house to continue the current arrangements for sitting times into the new year. 
MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [12.23 pm]: I will make just a couple of brief comments on behalf of the opposition. We are 
certainly in agreement. The trial, which was first mooted by the Procedure and Privileges Committee and the Speaker, 
has been relatively successful. I have not heard too many complaints from anyone who wants to sit here at 10 o’clock 
on a Tuesday night. The most important thing is that, as the Leader of the House said, regional members can be given 
a few more opportunities. Certainly, from the perspective of the voting system, rather than me getting up again in a short 
time, I think it is actually very similar to the system in the British House of Commons. That has also been successful, 
other than having had a bit of a stack on one side at different times! But probably the number one point is that these 
arrangements are more family friendly. In the last Parliament, we seemed to come to a bit of a standstill on that issue. 
I think these arrangements have certainly helped in that respect, so the opposition is happy to continue with them. 
Question put and passed. 
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